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'up street/ next door to the "Park Hotel/' and the
third  "Rose  Cottage/'  further inland at  Wivenhoe
Cross.   I was not born at any one of the three.    My
father and mother; at the time of my birth lived in a
house enclosed within the shipyard itself, the greater
part of which was destroyed by fire in 1872.   My father
was then executing some work on a vessel for the
Government and, when the fire broke out, its gutted
hull stood, with all interior fittings removed, in such a
position that she could not be launched.    My father
was in London at the time and his brother, Joseph, who
always took charge in my father's absence, had the
presence of mind to lay on a hose-pipe and fill her with
water pumped from the river.   Ihis saved the vessel,
though the water actually boiled in the hull before the
fire had spent its fury.   Large lumps of molten glass,
with copper bolts, screws and what-not embedded in
them, stood about our house for long afterwards as
mementos of the catastrophe.    A catastrophe it was;
for, though the shipyard was more substantially and
conveniently rebuilt,  the  old  order never  returned*
Iron was then displacing wood for ship-construction)
and the sound of the adze, the ring of the caulker's
mallet, and the hum from the saw-pits, were giving
way to the strident rattle of the riveters' hammer and
the lurid work of iron furnaces.    Moreover, the old
concern had to be reconstructed as a limited company
with its chairman, its directors, its shareholders, and
the rest.   It was inevitable that conflict should ensue*
Long captainship of his affairs and the unbending
obstinacy of the artist, who could not stop to consider
dividends when perfection in the beauty and construc-
tion of his beloved ships was his supreme ideal, were
bound ultimately to provoke an irk which would lead
to disaster.   This, however, is anticipating; for, despite
such difficulties, the company held its own prosperously
for some years, and during this period, my father, who
had been turning his attention more and more to racing
craft, achieved his outstanding success with Miranda^